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stance and effect of the decisions taken, and the motives by which
they have been prompted.
The Cabinet are unaware whether any Vote of Censure will be
proposed by the Opposition. In any case, there may be discussion
on Thursday evening, or a more formal debate may arise on the
presentation of the Supplementary Army and Navy Estimates
for the remainder of the year 1884-5.
It is not thought expedient by the Cabinet that the offer of
troops which has come from Canada should be absolutely de-
clined, but it has come too late for immediate purposes, and is not
so large and generous as the offer from Australia. The answer
will be that, if operations are prolonged, there will be every dis-
position to renew the consideration of the subject,
1176              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
OSBORNE, xSth Feb. 1885.
The Queen commands me to express her regret that the offer
of the Canadian Colony has not been accepted as she fears they
will be offended.
1177  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
10, DOWNING STREET, zoth Febmary. 1885.
. . . The Cabinet considered a question which was to be put by
Mr. Forster to Mr. Gladstone with regard to the offers of military
support from the Colonies. It was thought fitting that Mr. Glad-
stone should acknowledge these offers in terms of great warmth,
and should dwell on their historical importance. He undertook to
do this. He was likewise to explain the particulars of what has
occurred, so far as New South "Wales is concerned, because there
the offer was early, complete, and accompanied by a state of pre-
paredness which rendered it at once available. He was also to
mention somewhat specially a remarkable offer from South
Australia, which like New South Wales offered to bear the military
charges. But he was to speak of all the offers as dictated by the
same spirit, and to express the desire of the Government to apply
the same considerations to them all.
Mr. Gladstone has indeed received through Sir H. Ponsonby an
expression of Your Majesty's regret that the offer from Canada
has not been accepted, Mr. Gladstone is not certain whether Your